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Background 
The data required for preparation of Maritime Spatial Plans are diverse, including different domains, 
geographical areas, spatial and temporal scales, quality and completeness of description, availability, and re-
use potential.  
 
In October 2019, DG MARE and EASME convened a workshop on ‘Data for MSP’ to exchange knowledge and 
experience between MSP data practitioners. The workshop underlined the willingness and openness of the 
MSP data community to share experience and further develop knowledge. Following this, DG MARE and 
EASME, with support from the MSP Assistance Mechanism, formalized the establishment of the Technical 
Expert Group (TEG) on MSP data, to increase dialogue within the European MSP community, sharing the 
experience gathered in the last years, to contribute to policy making, to move towards more robust and 
common standards in terms of MSP-related data collection, and to support the delivery of harmonized and 
interoperable national plans.  

After almost one year the TEG has achieved a major milestone, a technical solution for harmonizing the data 
of maritime spatial plans, “Proposal for making harmonized MSP plan data available across Europe”.  The 
proposal builds on previous initiatives such as HELCOM-VASAB Guidelines on transboundary MSP output data 
and research projects across Europe and aims to ensure harmonization and usability by all potential marine 
data users: policy-makers, scientists, private companies and the public. 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information and use it in the Working Group. 
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Information on the last developments of the EU Technical Expert Group on 
MSP data and on the seminar of the EU MS Expert Group Enhancing the 
cross-border coherence of MSP through data sharing. 
 

TEG Data outcome: “Proposal for making harmonized MSP plan data available across 
Europe” 
As a result of the work done during 2020-2021, the EU Technical Expert Group (TEG) on MSP data finalized a 
document “Proposal for making harmonized MSP plan data available across Europe” for the seminar of the 
EU MS Expert Group Enhancing the cross-border coherence of MSP though data sharing.  

The proposal outlines European MSP output data structure, which accommodates data prepared in any of 
the three existing or developed MSP output data model solutions:  

1. HELCOM-VASAB / BASEMAPS developed in 2018-2019 by the HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG Expert subgroup 
on data. This group delivered guidelines for output data, including data specifications, technical 
requirements, and harmonization in the MSP context. The proposed flat data model has been identified as a 
relevant standard for plan data and has been implemented by HELCOM as an online geographic data portal 
(BASEMAPS) that provides both input and output data from the MSP process in the Baltic Sea.  

2. MSP INSPIRE data model developed in MarSP project, finalized at end of 2019. This data model solution 
is an extended version of the INSPIRE model for terrestrial planning, adapted for the needs of MSP. The 
solution includes a data specification guidance document, extended vocabulary of maritime uses, GIS flat 
model templates, including a symbology standard.  

3. EMODnet – Human Activities portal team developed a proposal for a common nomenclature of ocean 
uses and a data model accommodating aspects from both HELCOM-VASAB and MSP INSPIRE data model.  

Furthermore, the TEG MSP Data provided the following recommendation to MS, to use any of three ‘ready 
to use’ solutions, as they can be easily integrated in EMODnet Human Activities geoportal in order to 
display MSP plans at the European level. The integrated data product will be generalized and will represent 
a modelled overview of European MSP (Figure 1). It will not provide, since it is not necessary within a 
harmonised view, the level of detail defined by MS’ within their national plans. 

 

 

Figure 1. Schematic illustration of data model compatibility for European MSP plans data preparation. 
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Proposal document includes a chapter for Member States on guidance for choosing relevant data model for sharing 
MSP output data: 

− HELCOM-VASAB / BASEMAPS: it is recommended that MSs follow this standard if it is already operational and 
implemented within their sea region;  

− MSP INSPIRE data model is suitable for specifying a high level of detail within the maritime uses and for MSs 
that plan to share MSP at the local level and for the development of the EU common layer;  

− EMODnet MSP model is highly recommended as it enables translation between the existing operational 
models and will be used to develop a generalised and modelled overview of EU MSP which will be shared 
through the EMODnet Human Activities geoportal. 

 

Enhancing the cross-border coherence of MSP through data sharing: Dedicated MSEG 
webinar on a common data standard for Maritime Spatial Plans. 
The dedicated webinar on common data standard for Maritime Spatial Plans was intended to discuss how to 
enhance cross-border coherence of data sharing. The goal of the Technical Expert Group (TEG) were to 
develop guidelines on the necessary data and standards for MSP, linking these activities with other relevant 
policies, as well as to work on standard parameters that allow MSP plans to be harmonised across sea basin 
regions and the EU.  

The webinar consisted of introductions and discussion on the three available MSP output data models, the 
reasons to choose one of them as outlined in the document “Proposal for making harmonized MSP plan data 
available across Europe”.  

The document “Proposal for making harmonized MSP plan data available across Europe” was discussed and 
agreed to be taken forward to MSEG after few editorial changes. The draft version of the proposal is available 
in the document 4-1 Att.1 TEG Recommendations for MSEG WebinarV2. 

 

Next steps 
The document “Proposal for making harmonized MSP plan data available across Europe” will be discussed 
in MSEG meeting in late April-early May 2022, during which conclusions of the TEG work will be presented 
and discussed.  

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM-VASAB%20MSP%20WG%2022-2021-870/MeetingDocuments/4-1%20Att.1.%20TEG%20Recommendations%20for%20MSEG%20WebinarV2.pdf
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